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Note  on  Citations  in  this  Chronology 


Citations  appear  at  the  end  of  each  entry  in  the  Long- 
Form  Version  of  this  Chronology  (vols.  2-5)  and  refer 
to  a  variety  of  sources  available  to  the  Committees.  These 
sources  are  noted  in  the  corresponding  entries  in  the 
Summary  Version  (vol.  1)  only  by  the  witness'  name  or 
by  the  document  description  or  its  exhibit  number.  The 
sources  include: 

1.  JHICI.  Refers  to  the  unpublished  transcripts,  titled 
Joint  Hearings  on  the  Iran-Contra  Investigation,  that 
were  issued  daily  to  the  Committees  while  the  Iran- 
Contra  Hearings  were  being  held  in  May  through  August 
1987.  All  page  references  given  as  "[Witness]  Testim., 
JHICr  are  to  these  volumes  which  are  stored  in  the 
Committees'  archives  in  Washington,  D.C.  These 
transcripts  have  recently  been  published  by  the  Com- 
mittees in  a  thirteen  volume  set  titled  Iran-Contra  In- 
vestigation: Joint  Hearings  Before  the  Senate  Select 
Committee  on  Secret  Military  Assistance  to  Iran  and  the 
Nicaraguan  Opposition  and  the  House  Select  Commit- 
tee to  Investigate  Covert  Arms  Transactions  with  Iran, 
100th  Cong.,  1st  Sess.  (Washington,  D.C:  U.S.  Govern- 
ment Printing  Office,  1987-88).  A  table  converting 
unpublished  transcript  (JHICI)  page  numbers  to 
published  transcript  (referred  to  in  the  Iran-Contra 
Report  as  Hearings  volumes)  page  numbers  is  included 
at  the  end  of  volume  I  of  this  Appendix. 

2.  Executive  Session,  JHICI.  Refers  to  sworn  hearing 
testimony  of  John  Poindexter  or  Oliver  North  taken  in 
closed  session  because  of  the  classified  nature  of  the 
testimony.  (These  witnesses  also  testified  in  sessions 
open  to  the  public. )  The  transcripts  of  the  closed  sessions 
were  publicly  released  after  classified  portions  of  the 
testimony  were  redacted.  Citations  to  Executive  Session 
testimony  refer  to  the  unpublished  transcripts  described 
in  the  preceding  paragraph.  These  transcripts  are 
available  in  the  Committees'  archives  in  Washington, 
DC. 


3.  Dep.  A  sworn  deposition  taken  in  the  presence  of 
one  or  more  Members  of  the  Committees  and/or  counsel 
for  the  Committees,  and  counsel  for  the  deponent.  These 
deposition  transcripts  have  been  published  as  Appen- 
dix B  to  the  Iran-Contra  Report. 

4.  Int.  An  unsworn  interview  conducted  by  one  or 
more  Committee  Members  and/or  Committee  counsel, 
with  counsel  for  the  interviewee  present  if  the  inter- 
viewee wished. 

5.  Ex.  An  exhibit  used  during  the  Iran-Contra  Hear- 
ings   ("JHICI    Ex ")    or    during    a    deposition 

("[Witness]  Dep.  Ex "). 

6.  PROF  Notes.  Messages  generated  on  a  computer 
system  used  by  the  National  Security  Council  staff. 

7.  Document  letter  and  number  codes.  Source  and 
document  file  codes  for  materials  that  have  been  assigned 
a  Senate  letter  code  and  stamped  page  number.  These 
materials  are  stored  in  the  Committees'  archives  in 
Washington,  D.C. 

8.  Iran-Contra  Report.  Report  of  the  Congressional 
Committees  Investigating  the  Iran-Contra  Affair  With 
Supplemental,  Minority,  and  Additional  Views 
(Washington,  D.C:  U.S.  Government  Printing  Office, 
Nov.  17,  1987). 

9.  Tower  Report.  Report  of  the  President's  Special 
Review  Board  (Washington,  D.C:  U.S.  Government 
Printing  Office,  Feb.  26,  1987). 

10.  HFAC  HPSCI.  or  SSCI.  Testimony  or  statements 
made  by  witnesses  before  the  House  Foreign  Affairs 
Committee,  the  House  Permanent  Select  Committee  on 
Intelligence,  or  the  Senate  Select  Committee  on  In- 
telligence. 

U.  CRS.  A  numbered  report  issued  by  the  Congres- 
sional Research  Service  of  the  Library  of  Congress. 
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Preface 


This  Testimonial  Chronology  records  the  events  of  the 
Iran-Contra  Affair  as  recounted  by  the  witnesses  who 
testified  before  the  Congressional  Committees,  and  as 
disclosed  in  contemporaneous  documents  that  the  Com- 
mittees gathered.  It  was  prepared  by  the  staff  of  the  Sen- 
ate Select  Committee  on  Secret  Military  Assistance  to 
Iran  and  the  Nicaraguan  Opposition  as  an  Appendix  to 
the  Report  of  the  Congressional  Committees  Investigating 
the  Iran-Contra  Affair  ("Iran-Contra  Report").  Although 
this  Testimonial  Chronology  is  published  by  the  Senate 
Select  Committee,  it  is  based  on  the  evidence  gathered 
by  the  two  Select  Committees  during  their  joint  in- 
vestigation. 

This  Testimonial  Chronology  aims  to  be  thorough, 
without  passing  judgment  or  making  editorial  comment 
on  the  evidence  it  records.  It  is  intended  to  serve  as  a 
research  aid,  pulling  together  the  myriad  events  and 
disparate  threads  of  the  Iran-Contra  Affair  in  the  words 
of  the  participants  themselves.  Accordingly,  where  the 
evidence  contains  multiple  or  differing  versions  of  the 
same  events,  the  various  accounts  are  summarized  or 
quoted.  In  every  instance,  the  Committee  has  attemp- 
ted to  provide  an  accurate,  objective  and  succinct  sum- 
mary of  what  the  witnesses  and  the  documents  actually 
said— and  not  how  the  Committees  viewed  this  evidence. 
The  Committees'  subjective  views  and  conclusions  are 
set  forth  in  their  Iran-Contra  Report. 

This  Testimonial  Chronology,  while  comprehensive, 
is  not  all-inclusive.  The  two  Congressional  Committees 
gathered  hundreds  of  thousands  of  documents  and  took 
numerous  depositions,  not  all  of  which  could  be  included 
here.  The  primary  source  material  for  this  Testimonial 
Chronology  is  the  testimony  of  the  witnesses  who  ap- 
peared at  the  Joint  Hearings.  Deposition  testimony  also 
has  been  included  where  the  deposition  transcripts  were 
released  prior  to  the  publication  of  the  Iran-Contra  Re- 
port, or  where  the  deposition  transcripts  discuss  events 
referred  to  in  the  Iran-Contra  Report  or  in  this 
Testimonial  Chronology.  The  documents  quoted  or  cited 
were  introduced  as  exhibits  during  the  Joint  Hearings 
or  otherwise  relied  upon  in  the  Iran-Contra  Report. 

Transcript  text  quoted  in  this  Testimonial  Chronology 
is  edited  only  by  the  use  of  ellipses  (.  .  .)  or  by  mate- 
rial added  in  brackets  where  necessary  for  clarification 
or  completeness.  Such  editing  has  been  minimal. 
Likewise,  [sic]  has  been  used  sparingly,  in  recognition 
of  the  fact  that  witnesses  gave  their  testimony  orally, 
not  in  writing.  With  this  in  mind,  [sic]  has  been  utilized 
to  note  that  a  quotation  which  might  otherwise  appear 
mistaken  is  recorded  accurately  here.  Also,  where  a 
document  or  testimony  has  been  quoted  inaccurately  in 


other  testimony,  the  accurate  text  is  added  parenthetically 
after  the  [sic]. 

The  Summary  Version  of  this  Testimonial  Chronology 
serves  as  an  extended  Table  of  Contents  for  the  Long- 
Form  Version.  The  Summary  Version  identifies  topic 
headings  in  the  order  in  which  they  appear  in  the  Long- 
Form  Version,  and  notes  the  specific  witnesses  whose 
testimony  is  included  under  each  topic,  as  well  as  the 
documents  quoted  or  cited. 

Chronology  entries  are  designated  by  nine-digit  in- 
dex numbers  in  the  left  margin  before  each  entry.  This 
number  gives  the  date  of  each  event.  For  example, 
85/11/15-100  means  November  15,  1985  (or  mid- 
November  1985).  The  last  three  digits  after  the  hyphen 
(100)  were  solely  for  computer  sorting  purposes;  they 
need  not  detain  the  reader. 

The  dates  used  are  those  furnished  by  the  witnesses 
or  the  documents;  however,  certain  major  topics  (e.g. , 
the  "diversion")  are  grouped  together  for  convenience. 

Before  this  Testimonial  Chronology  was  released,  it 
was  submitted  by  the  Senate  Select  Committee  to  the 
White  House  for  review  by  a  Declassification  Committee 
composed  of  representatives  from  the  various  executive 
departments.  This  is  the  same  Declassification  Com- 
mittee which  functioned  throughout  the  Congressional 
investigation  of  the  Iran-Contra  Affair.  The  Senate  Se- 
lect Committee  expresses  its  gratitude  to  the  members 
of  the  Declassification  Committee,  and  in  particular,  to 
Brenda  Reger  of  the  NSC  staff,  for  their  diligent  work 
in  reviewing  this  Testimonial  Chronology  and  helping 
the  Senate  Select  Committee  insure  that  all  critical 
evidence  was  disclosed  with  due  regard  for  considera- 
tions of  national  security  and  U.S.  foreign  relations. 

This  Testimonial  Chronology  is  largely  the  work  of 
Isabel  McGinty,  Esq.,  an  Assistant  Counsel  on  the  Sen- 
ate Select  Committee  staff.  Ms.  McGinty  spent  enor- 
mous hours  — including  long  days,  long  nights  and 
weekends— throughout  the  past  year  to  compile  this 
Testimonial  Chronology  and  prepare  it  for  publication. 
Although  the  task  was  extremely  difficult  and  painstak- 
ing, Ms.  McGinty  saw  it  through  to  completion,  long 
after  the  Iran-Contra  Report  had  been  issued  and  other 
staff  members  had  departed  for  their  homes.  The  Sen- 
ate Select  Committee  expresses  special  gratitude  to 
Isabel  McGinty  for  her  dedicated  service  in  producing 
these  volumes. 

It  is  the  Senate  Select  Committee's  hope  that  this 
Testimonial  Chronology  will  contribute  to  the  public's 
understanding  of  the  complex  events  which  made  up  the 
Iran-Contra  Affair. 
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